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Abu Hāmid al-Ghazāli provides beau�ful advice for the student of knowledge in his book, 
‘Bidāya tul-Hidāyah’:

“You who are desirous of acquiring sacred knowledge, expressing in yourself a sincere 
longing and a passionate thirst for it, know that if your aim in seeking knowledge is to 
compete, show off, outdo your peers, garner a�en�on and amass the debris of this world, 
then you are on your way to rendering your religion null and void, destroying yourself, and 
selling your eternal life for this present one. Your transac�on is empty, your business 
profitless. And the person who teaches you in this case is nothing less than an accomplice 
in your transgression, a partner in your loss. He can be compared to the one who sells a 
sword to a highway robber, for as the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) said; “Indeed, 
whoever helps with a sin by even half a word is a partner in it.” But if, in seeking knowledge, 
your inten�on and aim, between Allah Most High and yourself, is to gain guidance, and not 
simply the transmission of informa�on, then glad �dings be to you. The angels will spread 
their wings for you as you walk and the fish in the sea will ask forgiveness for you as you 
strive.”

It is important to do your u�er best in keeping a sincere inten�on whilst studying. 
Beginning by seeking the pleasure of Allah the Exalted and being obedient towards Him; 
and con�nuing to renew one’s inten�on, throughout the year, is extremely important. 
Therea�er, you should try your absolute best to work hard at achieving high goals.

ABOUT THE COURSE
The Arabic Intensive Course is a 1 year course gran�ng you the tools to access classical 
Arabic Texts running every Saturday on our Hafs Academy Site. The day starts at 12:30pm 
and ends at  9pm, as details shown on the �metable below. From September 2023 un�l 
July 2024, you will be required to a�end 40 Saturday sessions onsite alongside some 
online lessons discussed later in this pack.

Welcome to the Arabic Intensive Course

“Among His servants, (there are) those who truly fear Allah, are (those) who have knowledge”
(Surah Fa�r 35:28)

WELCOME AND ADVICE FOR THE STUDENT OF KNOWLEDGE



In order to learn any new language, there are certain topics which must be covered. 
Therefore, the core modules in this course are as follows:

SUBJECTS

NAHW (ARABIC GRAMMAR)
Arabic grammar is thrilling because it allows one to unlock the structure and secrets of the Arabic 
language, the rela�onship between words, and the ways in which subtle diacri�cal changes make 
all the difference in decoding and correctly understanding sentences. This is the first step in uncov-
ering hidden gems in the Quran and Sunnah.

SARF (ARABIC MORPHOLOGY)
Al-Sarf is primarily concerned with the behaviour of verbs in Arabic, the root le�ers which form 
the etymology of all Arabic words, how verbs inflect in rela�on to either their subject or object, 
and the templates they follow. You will learn about the internal assembly of a word by way of 
pa�erns of vowelisa�on and the introduc�on of extra le�ers, how a verb is conjugated, and the 
different forms it can take.

SPOKEN ARABIC
Spoken Arabic will help students develop an affinity with the Arabic language and puts the gram-
mar rules into prac�ce on a verbal level to create dialogue between two people. This course will 
move from basic phrases into more complex and long sentences enabling a student to converse in 
Arabic to a good minimum standard. Students will become familiar with everyday phrases and 
modes of expression in different circumstances and try to replicate this in their day-to-day lives.

ADAB (ARABIC LITERATURE)
Al-Adab al-Arabi is the study of classical and contemporary Arabic literature. Students will read 
short stories, ar�cles, and passages from modern and classical Arabic works and poetry. This 
course is designed to develop an apprecia�on of the literary beauty of the Quran and Sunnah and 
nurture a las�ng bond with the Arabic language. Students will parse sentences using their knowl-
edge of grammar and an analysis of linguis�cs in order to grasp more fully the nuances of the 
Arabic literary tradi�on.

TAJWEED
Tajweed-ul-Qur’an aims to teach the recita�on of the Qur’an in the most efficient manner. We at 
Hafs Academy have made Tajweed and Qur’an the focal point of the learning experience. No 
ma�er what the ability of a person may be, it is important for all to a�empt to read the Book of 
Allah (the Exalted) at their own pace. The teachers work very hard to facilitate the learning of 
students so that they become people who are not only proficient reciters of the Qur’an, but are 
also disciplined with the Adab of the Qur’an. Many verses have been provided as examples so that 
students can prac�ce each rule and start reading with a higher level of awareness. The scholars of 
Islam unanimously agree that it is incumbent on every Muslim to learn and apply the rules of 
Tajweed. Everyone does not need to become a Hafiz (memoriser) or a Qari (scholar of Qur’an 
recita�on), but one must recite the Qur’an to the best of one’s ability. 



IMAM KABIR UDDIN
Admin

He is a born and bred Londoner who grew up in Westminster. He studied in Gateway Primary & 
North Westminster Secondary School, before gradua�ng with an MA in Islamic Theology in 
Yorkshire studying alongside Shaykh Mujahid Ali. Having been the Muslim Chaplain for HMP 
Wormwood Scrubs for the best part of the last two decades serving in a diverse Chaplaincy team, 
he has held the responsibility to ensure delivery of faith and pastoral needs of those in 
custody. He is also the opera�onal manager and serving as a senior Imam at Hafs Academy located 
in the ward of Church Street, Westminster. Hafs Academy is a faith & spiritual centre, which acts as 
a hub for the community, its social ac�vi�es, and educa�onal programmes. 

He also supervises the provision of extensive youth support which includes mentoring and educa-
�onal programmes and provided bereavement & serious illness support to the local community 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. Imam Kabir Uddin is the direct contact for any administra�ve needs 
in regards to the Alimiyyah programme.

SHAYKH MUJAHID ALI
Director of Educa�on / Teacher of Adab

Shaykh Mujahid Ali came to England at a young age and was brought up in the North of England. 
During his teens he started his Islamic studies at the Ins�tute of Islamic Educa�on in Dewsbury, 
West Yorkshire where he studied the Islamic sciences according to the Dars Nizami curriculum. In 
2002, he completed his hadith studies under Shaykhul Hadith Mu�i Muslihuddin, Shaykh Yusuf 
Darwan, Shaykh Mu�i Musa Badat and Shaykh Abul Qasim, from whom he received ijazah. He then 
travelled to Syria for further studies in Hadith under several mashayikh (scholars) such as Shaykh 
Mohammad Asa’d Saeed As-Sagarji Ad- Dimashqi, and also studied advanced Arabic at Ma’had 
al-Lugah, a branch of Damascus University. Since 2004, the Shaykh has been a teacher at Ebrahim 
College. Whilst teaching both these subjects, he has compiled an anthology of Arabic literature as a 
literature textbook, and wri�en a commentary on al-Muqaddamah al-Jazariyyah in tajweed, both of 
which will soon be published. 

The Shaykh also has ijaazah in al-Qira’aatal-Sab’ from the Ins�tute of Islamic Educa�on, Dewsbury.

STAFF



SHAYKH FARHAN
Teacher of Nahw and Sarf

He completed his LLB in Law in 2009 and a�ained a dis�nc�on in an MSc in Management Consul-
tancy in 2011. A�er gaining experience in Law, he took the route to become a student of knowledge 
in 2013. He is a graduate of the Alimiyyah programme at Ebrahim College, where he completed his 
studies of various disciplines in the Islamic Sciences under the tutelage of experienced teachers. He 
then completed the Dawrah Al-Hadith programme. He is also the co-founder of Q-Iman, an Islamic 
Studies organisa�on based in East London. Ustadh Farhan has bought his exper�se and experience 
from Q-Iman to deliver effec�ve lessons at Hafs Alimiyyah.

QARI ZAID TARAPURI
Teacher of Tajweed (Males / Online)

Qari Zaid Tarapuri is a tradi�onally-trained scholar and Qari who has studied the sciences of recital 
and various modes in different parts of the world including Egypt, India and England. His teachers 
include: his father Shaykh Ibrahim Tarapuri, Qari Yunus Bande Ilahi, Hafiz Ismail Koya, Qari Qasim 
Baijee, Qari Harun As-Sudani (New Zealand), Qari Abdul Majeed (Shobra), Qari Yaseen Ar-Raabial 
Adawiyya, Muqri Ahmadullah Baghalpuri (Dhabel), Qari Yusuf Darwan (Dewsbury), Shaykh Im�yaz 
(Dewsbury) and Muqri Basheer Ahmad Siddiq Madani (Madinah) - may Allāh جل جلاله preserve them all. 
Presently, he resides in Leicester, UK. He teaches students in various ci�es 
delivering classes to teachers and students of Tajwid.

USTADHA NILOFER
Teacher of Tajweed (Females / Online)

Ustadha Nilofer graduated from Ebrahim College in 2018 from the full �me Alimiyyah program. She 
has also received Ijazah in seven Qira’aat at Ebrahim College under the tutelage of qualified 
teachers. Having completed the Alimiyyah Programme, she went on to complete her advance 
studies in Hadith at Ebrahim College under the tutelage of many prominent scholars, such as Sheikh 
Akram Nadwi, Sheikh Mujahid Ali, Sheikh Shams Adduha, Shaikh Muhammad Bhuta, Sheikh 
Muhammad Sbini, Mu�i Barakatullah, Mu�i Khalid, Sheikh Ashraf and other scholars receiving 
Ijazaat for the 6 major books of Hadith. She then went on to recite the whole Qur’an in the riwayah 
of Imam Hafs, Imam Shu’ba, Imam Qaloon, Imam Warsh and currently con�nuing to recite the rest 
of the riwayas to the world renowned Qari of Madinah, Qari Bashir Ahmed Siddique. She is one of 
the very few female reciters who has received Ijazah from Sheikh Qari Bashir. 



TIMETABLE



TERMLY BREAKDOWN

The academic year begins during September 2023 and ends during July 2024. A total of 40 
Saturdays have been reserved for onsite & online learning for each year. Students will 
a�end from 12:30pm to 9:00pm every Saturday resul�ng in 460 hours of classroom
learning and up to 240 hours of online learning between the students and teachers each 
year.





HOW TO MAKE YOUR LEARNING EFFECTIVE

It is understandable that this course may seem 
overwhelming at first. Do not worry, this is a 
normal feeling. However, it becomes so much 
easier once you as a student develop a mindset 
and a structure to help your studies become 
effec�ve. To aid this, our beloved teachers have 
provided the following advice to ensure that your 
learning is effec�ve and not overwhelming.

ATTENTION AND PARTICIPATION IN CLASS

An important step to successful learning is a�en�on 
and par�cipa�on in class. Make sure you are always 
paying a�en�on and do not allow yourself to dri� off. 
Make sure you are taking notes. 

Remember that there is barakah in the class; you are amongst a group of students of 
knowledge; the blessings that descend upon such a group are unquan�fiable. By paying 
a�en�on, you learn and gain barakah. Your teacher will o�en ini�ate discussions; the more 
you par�cipate in this, the more you will benefit. Finally, never hesitate to ask ques�ons. If 
you need something clarified or you haven’t understood something, don’t just let it pass 
because you will lose out.



AFTER CLASS REVIEW AND DISCUSSIONS

A�er a produc�ve lesson, the next step is to make sure you commit what has been discussed 
in the class to memory by reviewing it. One effec�ve and fun way of doing this is to work as a 
group. Get together every evening with some of your class fellows, discuss what you have 
learnt during the day and compare notes. If you cannot do that, then at least go over things 
yourself. This will ensure that you do not forget things over the short term.

WEEKLY REVIEW

You should try to find �me every week or fortnight to review everything you have studied in 
that week or fortnight. This doesn’t have to be �me-consuming, just a quick browse over
everything is o�en enough. You can review some of your lighter subjects once a month even. 
This will commit your studies to your longer-term memory.

REVISING

Revising the topic will not only increase reten�on but allow you to iden�fy any gaps in 
knowledge and/or formulate relevant ques�ons which can be addressed in the following 
class. Revision can be done by reading over exis�ng notes; making summarised versions of 
notes and or revision notes; and comple�ng any homework that the teacher assigns.
Students who wish to excel should try and read around the subject using external reading 
material, much of which will be suggested throughout the course of the year.

For any good student, the above should be the bare minimum to ensure successful study. 
The more commi�ed students will go further and do some extended reading in their free 
�me. You will find that applying the above will leave you with very li�le to do and under 
li�le pressure at exam �mes and most importantly, you will know your subject. People 

who cram in their studies at exam �mes do not have a firm grasp of their subjects. In the 
case of studying Islam, knowing your subject is absolutely necessary.



COURSE MATERIALS

The texts that you will study over the course of the year are as follows:
- Al-Ajurumiyyah
- Al-Madkhal
- Al-Muhaadathatul-Arabiyyah
- Qasas Nabiyeen

You will also be provided with pre-wri�en course notes on Modules 1, 2 and 3 for Sarf and 
Nahw. Each student will also receive a Hans Wehr dic�onary and be taught how to access 
and navigate this dic�onary independently.

EXAMS

There will be 3 exams at the end of the year:
- Nahw (Wri�en Exam)
- Sarf (Oral Exam)
- Adab (Wri�en Exam)

COURSE OUTCOMES

By the end of the course all students will be able to:
• Read general text and understand 50% without a dic�onary and most of it with a 
dic�onary.
• Read Qur’anic text and understand 50% of its literal import without a dic�onary, and 
most of it with a dic�onary.
• Decifer un-vowelled text using ‘I’rab (gramma�cal analysis) and read the text with 60% 
accuracy.
• Able to follow the gist of a general dialogue in spoken fusha Arabic.
• Able to compose short essays on general topics. 

In addition to the above, most students will be able to:
• Read general and Qur’anic text and understand 70% without a dic�onary and all of it with 
a Qur’anic dic�onary.
• Workout un-vowelled text using ‘I’rab (gramma�cal analysis) and read the text with 80%
accuracy.
• Able to follow general dialogue in spoken fusha Arabic and contribute to it.
• Able to compose longer essays with more sophis�cated use of language and grammar on 
general topics.

In addition to the above, some students will be able to:
• Decifer un-vowelled text using ‘I’rab (gramma�cal analysis) and read the text with above 
90% accuracy.
• Able to follow general dialogue in spoken fusha Arabic and ac�vely engage in it.



PROGRESS TO ALIMIYYAH COURSE

All successful students of the Arabic Intensive Programme will then move on to our 4-Year 
Alimiyyah Programme which allows the students to use the skills learnt this year to access 
classical Arabic texts such as Riyaadus Saliheen (Hadith), Qatr Nada (Grammar), Mukhtasar 
Quduri (Fiqh), Raheequl Makhtoom (Seerah), Tafseer Muyassar (Tafseer) and many more.

ALIMIYYAH COURSE SYLLABUS 

Quranic Studies
- Tafsir
- Usul al-Tafsir
- ‘Uloom al-Qur’an
Hadith Studies
- Hadith
- Usul al-Hadith
Fiqh Studies
- Fiqh
- Compara�ve Fiqh
- Usul al-Fiqh
- Evolu�on of Fiqh
Advanced Arabic Language
- Classical Prose
- Poetry
- Odes
- Modern Arabic Literature
Islamic History
- Analysis of The Seerah
- History of Khulafa
- Dynas�es
Islamic Manners, Spirituality and Dawah
- Spiritual Development
- Character Development
Islamic Theology
- Sunni Theologies
- Sectarian Theologies



ALIMIYYAH PROGRAMME OVERVIEW

GRADUATION DAY

On the last day of the academic year, Saturday 27th of July, we will hold our Annual 
Gradua�on Day where we will celebrate the comple�on of the Arabic Intensive Course and 
the comple�on of your texts such as Al-Ajurumiyyah. Your parents and family members will 
be invited and you will receive a cer�ficate upon successful comple�on of the course and 
exams, enabling you to proceed to the Alimiyyah Programme. This year, we are fortunate 
enough to host 3 cohorts of gradua�ons: Arabic Intensive (2023 start), Alimiyyah 1 (2022 
start) and Alimiyyah 2 (2021 start).

PROCEDURES AT HAFS ALIMIYYAH 

As men�oned earlier, outstanding a�endance is impera�ve to succeed on this course. As 
shown in the tables, even missing one day of learning significantly impacts your educa�on 
and progress.

Punctuality
Punctuality is of the utmost importance. Every student is required to come to all lessons on 
�me, without fail. If, for whatever reason, you are not able to come on �me, you will be 
required to no�fy admin as well as the teachers explaining your reason/s for being late/ab-
sent. Note, this may affect your overall a�endance of the course and may even hinder your 
chances of a successful gradua�on.

Building
Our Hafs Alimiyyah Site is based in NW8 8PS. It will be open from 12:15 to 7:00 on Saturdays.
Please ensure that whenever you enter/leave the building that the main entrance door is 
always locked to prevent strangers entering as this is a safeguarding risk.



Classrooms
Each hall is set up with tables and chairs. The teacher will be sta�oned at the front of the 
class and may use the whiteboard or projector during lessons. Each student is expected to 
take effec�ve notes during lesson �mes, either on a laptop, iPad or pen and paper. Wi-Fi will 
be provided for students during lesson �mes.

Segrega�on
During lesson �mes, there will always be a physical barrier separa�ng the brothers and 
sisters side. Bear in mind that your inten�on should be to study for the sake of Allah. 
Therefore no free-mixing will be tolerated.

Lunch�me
During lunch�me, students are free to leave the building. Feel free to eat inside the Hafs
Alimiyyah building but please ensure that a mat/cover is provided over the carpets and that 
any mess is cleaned immediately as people will pray the Salah on those carpets.

Ques�ons
Feel free to ask teachers ques�ons during lesson �mes or if they are free during breaks. If 
teachers wish to address the whole class, they may make announcements on WhatsApp
Groups which you will join on your first day (separate groups for brothers and sisters).

Conduct and Behaviour
As a student of knowledge, we expect that you display appropriate manners and characters. 
This includes giving teachers their due right of a�en�on during lessons and comple�ng any 
tasks which are due upon you. We wish to treat you with the respect of an adult, so please 
ensure you treat all staff and students with the same respect.



POINT OF CONTACT AT HAFS ALIMIYYAH

Brother Umar (Ustadh Umar) is a senior student at our Hafs Alimiyyah programme, currently 
studying in Alimiyyah 2. He is also a staff member of Hafs Maktab classes for children so is 
very familiar with the building and procedures. Therefore, he is the direct contact for any 
issues/assistance that may arise during lesson �mes if Imam Kabir is not present. Umar is 
First Aid trained in case of any emergencies. Also, if you have any admin needs/ques�ons, 
you may raise it to him on Saturdays and he will relay the informa�on to Imam Kabir.

PREVIOUS STUDENTS

You are amongst the 3rd cohort to enrol on the Arabic Intensive course here at Hafs 
Alimiyyah. Therefore, you are fortunate enough be able to interact and benefit from 2 
cohorts of students who have previously studied the exact course you are studying. So, if you 
ever feel stuck or need a bit of advice, do not feel shy to ask and approach some senior 
students as they were in your exact posi�on very recently so can share personal experience 
and feedback with you so take advantage of this.

FEES



CONTACT INFORMATION

Phone Number:
07307 346 988 

Address:
2 Boscobel Street 
London | NW8 8PS

Website:
www.hafsalimiyyah.co.uk

Transport Links:

Edgware Road Station: Hammersmith & City, Circle, Bakerloo, District Lines

Paddington Station: Elizabeth Line

Baker Street Station: Metropolitan and Jubilee Lines

Local Buses: 2, 6, 13, 16, 18, 98, 113, 139, 189, 274




